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Anniversaries are always special, and on June 30, we will celebrate the 'official' end of our three-year 

Capital Campaign to repair, restore, and improve our beautiful iconic building and its surrounding 

grounds.  A well-deserved festivity is in the planning stages!  

Its hard to believe how far we have come. In 2015 the Building Committee under John Turmelle’s 

expertise evaluated the entire building for needed upgrades, ranking them from critical to important. 

That report was the basis for our Visioning and Strategic Planning which we did in 2018. In 2018-2019 Liz 

Coit, a fundraising consultant with the UUA, helped us raise over $2 million for our Capital Campaign. 

We hired Goody-Clancy Architects out of Boston to help develop the building renovation plan based on 

our strategic vision and prioritized needs from 2015.   

While the Covid pandemic significantly delayed many of the initial plans developed in 2019, we're 

thrilled to report the campaign's success to "Honor Our Past, Renew Our Home, and Imagine Our 

Future." Just last month the major goal of the project, replacing the leaking skylight in the sanctuary and 

the glass walls surrounding the chancel, was finally completed. We are still waiting for Westport's 

Building Dept. to make their final inspection.  

As with any update to one's home, further improvements are guaranteed to arrive without warning. 

Flooring in the meeting rooms, foyer, and most of the offices, has been replaced, but additional interior 

renovations require our attention, particularly accessibility to the chancel area and unobstructed 

emergency exiting from the nave (the area in the sanctuary where congregants sit for services.) 

Upcoming projects will include rebuilding the chancel, replacing the flooring in the sanctuary, upgrading 

the heating systems  and improving audio visual and broadcasting capabilities. We're also looking into 

the possibility of converting to gender-neutral bathrooms, although this may need to wait for now. 

The 2019-2022 campaign raised more than $2 million in pledges, and almost 95%  of those pledges have 

been received. For those members who still have remaining funds due, there is still time to submit your 

balance to Sue O'Meara, our accountant. If all our pledges are paid we will have approximately $760,000 

remaining to begin the next phase of upcoming projects. 

This work could not have been completed without the input and professional oversight of fellow 

member John Turmelle, an architect and professional construction estimator, whose initial analysis of 

the building's needs guided the campaign and who was on site daily during construction. We are all so 

grateful for his dedication and commitment to our spiritual home. 

Feel free to reach out to anyone on the Capital Campaign Committee with questions or concerns: 

cc@uuwestport.org 

Kristen Leddy and Carol Seiple, Co-Chairs 
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Mary Jane Cross 
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Rev. John Morehouse, Senior Minister 
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