
Proposal for Architectural Marker Funded by Peterson & Leddy Families – November 2014 
 
Attached is a design for a 12x12 inch cast aluminum architectural marker for The Unitarian Church in 
Westport (building structure). The sign would be installed via a ground stake in the courtyard entrance 
area of the building and/or directly mounted on near the building’s front doors. (BOT choice) The text 
on the design has been previously viewed by the BOT and has also been signed off on/verified 
acceptable by Victor Lundy. Further, the Leddy and Peterson families have agreed to cover the cost to 
fabricate the sign ($500) and installation costs would be nominal. This attached design and the funding 
arrangement were proposed to the BOT in February 2014. To date, no action has been taken. 
 
“The sign” is long overdue and conversations about the need and desire for such a sign have been 
occurring since 1965 (no exaggeration). Victor Lundy is now approaching 100 years of age and has 
been promised a sign for his most notable design since 1965! Over the years numerous parties have 
claimed to want to pay for the sign ad have it installed. Frank Hall was said to be working towards 
installing it with various sponsors at different times. Still no sign was ever designed or installed. In the 
years 2009-2011 Hall was unresponsive to repeat offers from Kristen Leddy and Mary Elizabeth 
Peterson to help advance the project. Since 2011, “the sign” has been on the back burner. In February 
2014, the Leddy/Peterson contingent once again brought up the sign for consideration by the BOT. 
This time the two families contracted for a design and estimate and offered to pay for the sign.  
 
At this time, the BOT is asked to give a final approval on this attached design, state a preference for 
where to install it (ground or glass) and approve the funding arrangement. This sign is long overdue; it 
will take 5-6 weeks to fabricate. 
 
Why have an architectural marker? 
Our building, designed in 1959 by architect Victor Lundy and completed in 1965, is widely recognized 
as an outstanding example of mid-century modern architecture. It received a Progressive Architecture 
Design Award in 1960 and has been the focus of numerous press articles on mid-century architecture, 
design and site planning. It also received a special award from the Connecticut Chapter of The 
American Institute of Architects (AIA) in 2007. That same year, the Church held a 50th anniversary 
celebration to commemorate the construction of the Church. The program featured a panel discussion 
with members of the Board and Building Committee (1958-1961), then minister Rev. Arnold 
Westwood and architect Victor Lundy. In 2009, the Church was highlighted as an “important modern 
building in the community” in Westport Historic Society’s exhibit “Westport Modern: When Cool 
Was Hot.” In conjunction with the exhibit, two local architects led a study tour of the building entitled 
“The Unitarian Church: Still Cool at 50.” The Church was listed by the Westport Historic District 
Commission on an inventory of historic sites worthy of preservation in 2008.  
 
 
 
 


