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THE NEXT SOUNDINGS DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, MAR.14
A Member of the Unitarian Universalist Association

Feb. 23 - Mar. 22, 2014
SUNDAY

Feb. 23

Worship Service:
9 & 11 am

Parent’s Gr. 8th OWL,
East Wing,
... 12:30 pm

Oral History,
Sanctuary, ... 12:30 pm

MONDAY

24

Drum Circle,
Chapel,
... 7:00 pm

Stewardship,
Fellowship Rm.,
... 7:15 pm

2 Worship Services,

9 & 11 am
K-6 starts in Sanctuary
Parent’s Gr. 8 OWL, E.W,
...12:30 pm
Voices Cafe Mtg.,.Library,
....12:30 pm
Stewardship Training,
Sanctuary - 12:30 pm

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

25

26

Men’s Choir,
... 8:00 pm

Chant &
Meditation,
M.H.,
... 7:00 pm

3

4

O&AF
Rehearsal,
... 7:45 pm

RE Circles
Chant &
Meeting,
Meditation,
Fellowship Rm., M.H.,
... 7:00 pm
... 7:00 pm

5

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

28

27

Youth Choir 5 pm
Teen Choir 6 pm
Bell Choir 6:45 pm

UU Movie
Discussion,
M.H.,
... 7:30 pm

Special Projects
Choir - 8:00 pm

7

6

Youth Choir - 5 pm

Shawl
Ministry
Teen Choir - 6 pm
M.H.
Bell Choir - 6:45 pm ... 12:30 pm
Special Projects
Choir - 8:00 pm

Gr. 5 OWL, M.H.... 5 pm

9

SPRING FORWARD!

10

Daylight Savings begins Gun Safety
Committee,
Services: 9 & 11 am
Parent’s Gr. 8 OWL, E.W., E.W.,
... 7:30 pm
... 12:30 pm
Oral History, Sanct. 12:30 Board of
Rainbow T.F. Chapel-12:30 .. Trustees,
Gr. 5 OWL, M.H.,- 5 pm
Fellowship .
Rm.,
All Choirs Pot-Luck,
... 7:30 pm
Sanctuary & Foyer - 5 pm

16

Worship Services:
9 & 11 am

UN Committee,
Chapel, ... 12:30 pm
8th Grade OWL
Celebration, Sanct.,
... 12:30 pm
Grade 5 OWL Mtg.,
M.H., - 5:00 pm

17
O&AF
Rehearsal,
... 7:45 pm

11

12

SeniorLuncheon, Chant &
Meeting Hse.,
Meditation,
... 11:00 am
M.H.,
... 7:00 pm
Men’s Choir,
... 8:00 pm

18

19
SOUNDINGS
Mailing - 1 pm

13

Youth Choir - 5 pm

14

Teen Choir - 6 pm

Bell Choir - 6:45 pm
Special Projects
Choir - 8:00 pm

20

Youth Choir - 5 pm
Finance Committee,
Fellowship Rm.,
... 5:30 pm

Chant &
Meditation, M.H., Teen Choir - 6 pm
... 7:00 pm
Bell Choir - 6:45 pm
Women’s Choir 7:45 pm

SATURDAY

Mar. 1
Interim Minister’s
Forum, M.H.,
... 10:30 pm
REEL Justice,
Sanctuary
... 7:30 pm

8

Neighborhood
Circles, Youth Rm.,
... 10:00 am

Pastoral Care Assoc.,
Chapel, - 1:00 pm
Music Improv.,
East Wing - 1:30 pm
Voices Cafe, Sanct.
. 8:00 pm
Doors open 7:30

15

Worship Assoc.
Training,
SOUNDINGS Sanct. & E.W.,
Deadline,
... 9:30 am
12 noon
Small Group,
Facilitators, Y. Rm.,
.... 10:00 am
65th Anniversary
Potluck & Cabaret Sanctuary. 8:00 pm

21

22

Shawl
Ministry,
M.H.,
... 12:30 pm

Concert Dress
Rehearsal,
Sanctuary,
... 10:00 am

Sermon information on following page.

SERMONS for MARCH
MARCH 2 ... 9 & 11 am ...........................“Let’s Change the Conversation” ................... Rev. Roberta Finklestein
It’s not ‘The Sermon On The Amount.’ It’s not a harangue about money. The kick-off to the Annual Stewardship Campaign i
s a celebration of community, of values, of all that is best about us when we are together.
Music: Chamber Choir sings for both services.
Special jazz music with guest instrumentalists: Silvain Costellano, Bill Bickford, Eric Gribin, Ruth Ahlers.
MARCH 9 ... 9 & 11 am ................................. “What’s in a Name ?" ................................................... Dr. Stephanie May
James Luther Adams says, "They will know us by our groups." What kinds of groups do Unitarian Universalists make together?
What kinds of names do we give to our groups and why does this matter for how we relate to one another?
Music: Once & Again Folksingers at both services.
Dr. Stephanie May currently serves as the Interim Unitarian Universalist Chaplain at Wellesley College. After completing seminary in
2002, Stephanie earned a doctorate in Religion, Gender, and Culture from Harvard Divinity School. In recent years, she has divided her
time between Unitarian Universalist ministry and teaching in Women and Gender Studies.

MARCH 16 ... 9 & 11 am .............................“Your History Told Back To You” ..........,.......... Rev. Roberta Finklestein
Once upon a time . . . Rev. Roberta and the Transition Team have read the stories on the History Wall and listened to
conversations about the congregation’s past. This sermon will weave together the themes that emerged from this
collaborative process and tell you the story of who you were and who you are. We will also set aside time in this service to
welcome and recognize the newest members of the congregation.
Music: Guest solists
MARCH 23 ... 9 am ...........................“All Creatures, Each In Their Own Way” ............. Rev. Roberta Finklestein
At 11 am this Sunday the choir will be singing Benjamin Britten’s “Rejoice in the Lamb Festival Cantata”. At the early service
Rev. Roberta’s sermon will explore the theology of the lyrics to this piece, which come from a poem written by Christopher Smart.
Smart writes that all creatures worship, each in their own way. Perhaps he was a Universalist? Music: O&AF.
11 am .......................................... Spring Concert .............................................. Special Projects Choir

The Special Projects Choir will sing a major work of Benjamin Britten, Rejoice in the Lamb.
MARCH 30 ... 9 & 11 am ........................ “Bridging the Generation Gap”
presented by the High School Youth Group at both services. They will explore: How do we talk to each other and build
bridges between the generations? (Nursery/Pre-K in lower level but K and up are welcome in this service)
Music: The Teen Choir will sing at both services

March Minister's Forum On the First
The March Minister's Forum will be on Saturday March 1st (Meeting House, 10:30 to noon) and is entitled
“Nurturing the Leader Within: How to Plan and Run a Meeting That Makes Everybody Feel Like They’ve Been to
Church (Or Whatever You Want to Call It)” Every time you come to The Unitarian Church of Westport, whether it
is for worship or a finance committee meeting or to help clean the kitchen, you can leave feeling like you have
gotten all that you want and need out of your religious home: a sense of belonging, an stronger UU identity, feeling cared for, feeling like you’ve made a difference, and an opportunity to grow your soul. Find out how you can
create that experience for groups you are part of. This session isn't just for committee leaders, its for anyone
who works on a committee. This session is being offered by both the Odyssey program and the Nominating and
Leadership Development Committee.
Please RSVP via the sign-up sheets in the foyer or by e-mail at odyssey@uuwestport.org. These sessions have
been well-attended, and knowing how many people are attending helps us set up properly, and not spend meeting time arranging chairs!

If you are going through a challenging time or know somebody in the congregation who needs support from
our Pastoral Care Associates call the office (203-227-7205) or send an email to PCA@uuwestport.org.

February 19, 2014

In The Interim
“What are the expectations of membership?” I am often asked that question in one form or another. “What am I
getting myself into if I join this congregation.?” Although the technical answer will vary from congregation to
congregation depending on By-Laws and cultural norms, my answer is always the same.
We expect you to be present, I say. This is primarily a religious institution. Come to Sunday services as often as
possible. Be an active participant in the worship life of the congregation. Furthermore, this is a self-governing
religious institution. We place the democratic process at the very heart of our ethical principles. Be present at
congregational meetings and forums; inform yourself, listen and learn, speak your mind, and vote.
We expect you to be transformed. Author Michael Durall wrote in The Almost Church, “The congregation of
the future is one that will recognize the unique ability of the church to radically alter a person’s worldview, and
help people realize they are no longer the people they had once been. Too often we view Unitarian Universalist
churches as safe havens, places of comfort that are perceived as a final destination rather than a port of embarkation.” Spiritual transformation is not something that can happen in one hour on Sunday morning in a large room.
Seek out a smaller group of people - a covenant group, a social justice task force, a musical group, a religious
education teaching team - with whom you can develop your personal spiritual practice. When you fellowship
with others who care as deeply as you do, transformation is sure to follow.
We expect you to give service to the congregation and to the larger community. “Unitarian Universalism has a
proud history and tradition,” Durall goes on to say. “One with its saints and martyrs. But what are our churches
called to do in this place and time? The primary purpose of the church is to create a community of compassion.
All else flows from this. Unitarian Universalist churches should call their members to lead lives of dedication
and commitment – lives not just of success, but also of service, and when called upon, sacrifice.” I want to
repeat that last phrase. “Unitarian Universalist churches should call their members to lead lives of dedication and
commitment – lives not just of success, but also of service, and when called upon, sacrifice.” So volunteer. Some
folks look for a volunteer opportunity that particularly fits their talents or experiences. Others say, “I want to do
whatever is needed.” Either way, this congregation is eager to help you find your own path to active involvement.
“Wow,” you may say. “That’s a lot of expectations.” Yes, and there’s one more because this is also a self-sustaining religious institution. That means we expect you to be faithful and responsible stewards by taking part in the
annual budget drive. Read the materials provided, respond promptly to the call of your visiting steward, take
seriously the Fair Share Guidelines, and pledge an amount that will realistically sustain the programs, buildings,
and staff for another year.
The annual Budget Drive begins in March. Many of you will be contacted by a fellow member who has agreed
to make several visits to others for one-on-one stewardship conversations. These conversations will not (that is
NOT ) be mostly about money. They will be about your experience here and how you can make sure that experience continues and is available to others as well. Please respond to the call from your visiting steward. Please
have the conversation. Please look carefully at the Fair Share Guidelines and make your pledge out of a sense of
abundance and generosity. If every family made a pledge that truly reflected their sense of dedication and commitment – and, as the times call for, a little bit of sacrifice – we would have an operating budget that was robust
enough to fund all the programs we cherish and dream of.
Barry and I have made our pledge of $7500 to this congregation, even though we are only here temporarily.
Please join us in sustaining this beloved community. That is what we should expect of each other! That is what
membership means.
In the interim,
Rev. Roberta

Come celebrate the 65th Anniversary of
our beloved congregation!
Saturday, March 15, 2014
• Potluck Dinner at 6:30pm
• Cabaret at 8:00pm
Join us for an evening of FOOD, FUN and FELLOWSHIP!
RSVP Required: Please RSVP to the Church’s Automated Events RSVP hotline:
203.227.7205 X 20
When using the extension 20 Events RSVP Hotline, be prepared to leave a message with your
name, the name and date of the event, and the number of people in your party.

Please contact Ed Thompson Ed@uuwestport.org if you would like to
participate in the entertainment.

Thoughts from your DRE /Mary B. Collins, Dir. Religious Education RE CALENDAR
RE COUNCIL MEETING Feb.4 2014 Report back

The Changes that came out of the February meeting are:
• Registrations will begin this Spring (and not wait until September) in order for us
to plan better for the number and size of groups, appropriate meeting rooms and teachers needed.
• Teaching teams for the groups will be organized in the Spring for the following
year.Teachers in the teams may teach in either a Fall or Spring semester.
• New Structure: RE Council will consist of:
• 2 co-chairs,
• Elementary Circle (all things related to this age group)
• Youth Circle (Middle & High School), - 1 adult and YOUTH representative(s)
• Teacher Support & Appreciation,
• Connections (Prefer - Social Media savvy people here to watch for ways people
can connect within the community and out in the community during your
week where you are.
The meeting was attended by a broad swath of people: board members, parents of
young children and teens, people who had grown children, and new families too.
The only group missing was YOUTH. So, I hope a group comes to the next meeting!

NEXT Rel. Ed. Meeting - Tues. March 4th –7pm- Fellowship Room – Decisions
on Programming- Religious Education Curriculum/Social Justice/Youth
We will finalize our ideas for curriculum choices and potential groupings of classes for
next year. If you have ideas on our Coming of Age or youth programming (trips etc)
this is the time to chime in.
RSVP to REAssist@uuwestport.org if you plan to come (or to send your feedback if
you are not in town on the meeting date) We want your thoughts about the program,
and so we have the right number of chairs and if we have material to hand out.
WHAT? 6-8th gr. Junior Youth Con(ference)
WHEN & WHERE? Sat. March 29th- 9am to 8am Sun. March 30, Lincroft NJ
WHY are our 6-8th graders HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to go EVENT?
• It is FUN
• You will meet a BIG group of peers from all over Metro NY
• It will help with your UU identity and sense of UU community.
• Senior High youth provide activities for Junior youth.
• If in Senior High and you are interested in meeting other Senior High youth from
the district to lead fun activities contact Mary.dre@uuwestport.org
(FYI Senior High youth usually meet Fri. night before the Jr.Youth come)
FLYER & LINK: 6-8th grade youth go to
http://uumetrony.org/events/Junior Youth Con 3 29-30 2014.pdf and
Contact Jerusha Vogel (chaperone for this event) jerushav@gmail.com

Planning Now for April 6th Child Dedications
Unitarian Universalists mark rites of passage and having a child is one of them! We
will be offering the opportunity for families to be a part of a ceremony that is beautiful
and meaningful. The community witnesses the potential in the new children before us
and pledges to being supportive of both parents and children on their life journey like
the African Proverb says “It takes a village to raise a child.”
If you have a baby or child (if you are new to the community) and are interested in
participating in a UU Child Dedication ceremony please contact Mary B.Collins
mary.dre@uuwestport.org or Rev. Roberta, roberta@uuwestport.org

Feb. 23rd Pre-K- Cooperation-Lower Level
K-4th – Taoism –Tai Chi
7th - TRIP –UCC Bridgeport – meet in
pkg lot here 9:15am
8th –STD facts-Meeting House-3rd Flr
9th-12th-Youth Group- BRING A
FRIEND-Mtg Hse-Ground Flr
March 2nd K-6th gr. - START IN SANCTUARY
Pre-K- People are All Colors
K-6th - Social Action– topic:
Immigration – Sanct.on then Lower Lev.
7th – Islam Intro
8th – Planned Parenthood guests Meeting House-Main Floor
9th –12th-Youth Gr. guests: Rainbow
Task Force -Mtg Hse-Ground Flr
Tues. March 4th –
Religious Education Circles –
Curriculum/Social Justice/Youth RE:
Next Year - 7pm- Fellowship Hall.
March 9th –
Clocks Spring Ahead today
Pre-K- Bodies Are Beautiful - Lower Lev.
K-4th-UU Women
5-6th – Women in the Bible
7th –Islam TRIP -off site
8th –STD prevention
9-12th-Youth Group – Political debate
& Service planning
March 16th –
Pre-K- Beginnings of Life- Lower Level
K-4th-Buddhism session 2
5-6th – Moses
7th – Islam Closing
8th – Closure + Celebration luncheon
12:30-3 pm Sanctuary
9-12th-Youth Group – Prep for YG
Service
March 23 –
Pre-K- Bodies are Different- Lower Level
K-4th- Hindu - Holi
5-6th – Jesus’ new ideas
7th –Native American Intro
8th –Meet with DRE – about Coming of
Age program
9-12th-Youth Group – Prep for YG
Service
Fri. March 28th YG rehearsal 6:30 pm, family potluck
7 pm, After dinner: youth socialize if
done rehearsing, parent small groups
discuss raising teens.
March 29 - 30 9 am Sat. to 8am, Sun. March 30
6-8th gr. Junior Youth Con.
* See box for details

HIGH SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUP...

Transition Team News:

Meet Youth Group member

How did a small group of Unitarians in Westport Ct come to organize a congregation in the early 1950's and build the church we know today? How did
they purchase land and contract the design and construction of our beautiful building? How was the music program formed and what incarnations
has it experienced? Social Justice and more… it all has a special history… it
is our history… come be part of the story!

by Mary Curtsmith
Youth Program Director

Nicole Khanna

I’m fifteen and a sophomore at Wilton
High School. My family joined UU
Westport in 2011, thinking no religion
defined our beliefs, but to be delightfully
surprised when finding this church. I
started RE in Neighboring Faiths, and
completed OWL and COA. I have been a
member of the Youth Group for the past
two years. I was reluctant at first to delve
into a new community, but now I make it
a point to go to Youth Group every
Sunday when I can. Each week in Youth
Group is something different yet interesting, fun yet inspiring. Everyone in the
Youth Group always approaches each
week with interest and readiness.

I think that the major component that
makes Youth Group as great as it is is the
acceptance. The members of Youth
Group vary in personality and interests,
yet we all find ways to find common
interests and form friendships. Youth
Group has radically affected my life since
Day 1. By acquiring new knowledge and
perspective each week, my personal
belief system has been molded by this
group. The services have ranged from a
day on the Rainbow Task Force to a service on Native American rituals. The
weekly donuts, check in, candle lighting,
series of hyphenated words, and the fun
we all have with each other as we learn
more about each other and the world is
the highlight of my week.
The lock-ins and service trips, like
YSOP, strengthen the bonds I have made
with the people in Youth Group and provide opportunity for new ones. The advisors and the friends I made will always
have a place in my heart. I won’t be leaving for a couple of years, but I know
when that time comes, I will be grateful
that I got to call Youth Group home and
connected with the people I did. Joining
Youth Group has been one of the best
decisions I’ve made, from the memories
made and the memories to come. I hope
every person who has or will go through
RE will decide to join Youth Group!

Tell Our Story, Hear Our Story… the oral history project.

These sessions will be informal, informative, and we hope fun! Come ready
to share the stories you know about The Unitarian Church in Westport and
hear the stories you may not know.
Join us in the Sanctuary at 1:00 pm for:
Social Justice – Then and Now, February 16
Music Through the Years, February 23
Our Beautiful Building, March 9
With more to come!
Munchies will be served at 12:30 and childcare will be available.

Silent Jewelry
Auction
Come see some lovely pieces
of jewelry and make a bid at
the Silent Auction in the
Fellowship Room, ending Sunday,
February 23rd at 12:45 p.m.
Buy something lovely and benefit
the church.
Donations of jewelry of all s orts
g-ratefully accepted for future sales.
Tax slips available.
Small boxes also welcomed.
Leave your donations with Chris
Place or Julie Fatherley.
The Mother's Day Jewelry Sale will
take place in the East Wing
on Sunday, May 4th.
Save the date.
Come shop for your special person!

Room Needed ...

Seeking room to rent in Westport.
Sumner Glimcher, 212 505 1140.

Flowers for January
January 19
In honor of Sheldon Singer
Given by Scott Singer
January 26
In memory of my father,
A. William Ford
January 31, 1921 – January 12, 2004
Given by Ann Ford.
February 2
David Rago, November 5, 1968 –
February 3, 2008
We are still singing for you.
Love forever, Mom.
Given by Alice Rago
February 9
In memory of Joey Madeo and his
unconditional love.
Given by Scott Singer

FAITH in ACTION \ DavidVita

Beardsley School Teacher Feature
Meet Beardsley Teacher Laurie Giff and her
Read Aloud Volunteer Ginny Levin

Laurie Giff, 2013 Teacher of the Year in Bridgeport,
has spent 13 of her 30 years teaching at Beardsley
where she says “I am truly fortunate to be able to do
something that I have loved and continue to be passionate about.” Laurie especially
loves working in a small neighborhood school where the teachers get to know all the students.
“The biggest challenge that I face
each day has nothing to do with
the students, staff, administration
or the area in which Beardsley is
located. It has more to do with how teachers have
been perceived by others. Teaching is no longer a 93 summers-off type of vocation anymore. We work
long hours and want our teachers to succeed. Here
at Beardsley, we have been lucky to have had the
support of the wonderful members of your church
for many years.” Laurie says she has made many
friends, especially her regular classroom reader,
Ginny Levin, and that she looks forward to seeing
familiar faces throughout the school each and
every day, as “it is through wonderful partnerships,
like ours, that we are able to provide the support our
students need in all areas of their lives.”
We asked Ginny Levin, who has been reading
aloud to children at Beardsley
School for about five years, what
she loves best about her time
volunteering in Mrs. Giff’s firstgrade classroom. She said,“Well,
firstly I love Mrs. Giff and her
wonderful first graders. She’s
dedicated and inspiring – creating an atmosphere in her room
which invites learning. Send a child there and
watch him or her bloom!” Ginny says that her
biggest challenge at Beardsley is ‘trying to extricate
herself before the lunch bell rings! I just so enjoy
sharing my love of reading!’
There are currently about 30 readers, tutors, mentors and library volunteers going regularly to
Beardsley but we are always looking for more. If
you would like to join our team of volunteers working with the children of our adopted school, please
contact Mary Beth Mollica at
mbmollica@gmail.com, or call at 203-557-3247.

How to Die in Oregon- a REEL Justice Film
Saturday, March 1 - 7:30 pm
In 1994, Oregon became
the first state to legalize
physician-assisted suicide. As a result, any
individual whom two
physicians diagnose as
having less than six
months to live can lawfully request a fatal dose
of barbiturate to end his
or her life. Since 1994,
more than 500
Oregonians have taken their mortality into their own hands.
Aid in Dying legislation may come before the Connecticut General Assembly.
With that in mind REEL Justice Films will be showing Peter Richardson's
groundbreaking documentary, How to Die in Oregon, on Saturday, March 1 at
7:30pm. A representative of Compassion and Choices will be present for a
post-screening discussion.
How to Die in Oregon is an intimate and personal look at the Death with
Dignity laws in Oregon and Washington. Four years in the making,
Richardson gently enters the lives of the terminally ill as they consider
whether – and when – to end their lives by lethal overdose. Richardson
examines both sides of this complex, emotionally charged issue. What
emerges is a life-affirming, staggeringly powerful portrait of what it means to
die with dignity.
The film doesn't strive to tell people how they must die, but through personal accounts shows how simply having more options for end-of-life care gives
people more peace of mind in their final days. As one blogger put it, "After
watching the movie, my wife and I can't understand how anyone could argue
that death with dignity shouldn't be an option for everybody."

Did You Know?
March 17, 1994 is the date that The
Unitarian Church in Westport became
a Welcoming Congregation! And our
Rainbow Task Force will celebrate our
20th anniversary on Sunday, March
16th with cake after both services!
A little bit of our UU history excerpted from a September, 2010 New York
Times article by Mark Oppenheimer:
In the world of religion, one of the great neglected actors, a man who had
a marquee moment but then fell into obscurity, is the Rev. James Stoll, a
Unitarian Universalist who died in 1994. Mr. Stoll was one of the first openly gay ministers in America. He was hugely responsible for introducing
American churchgoers to gay rights. For those who support gay rights, he
ought to be a hero; for those troubled by increased acceptance of homosexuality, he makes a vivid villain.
Mr. Stoll was a minister of an established denomination — a liberal one,
often so diverse as to seem post-Christian, but nonetheless one with
Christian roots. As such, he brought gay rights to the heterosexual Christian
world. Mr. Stoll wrote articles about gay rights and delivered guest sermons at several churches.
In July 1970, at their General Assembly in Seattle, Unitarians passed a
resolution condemning discrimination against homosexuals and bisexuals.

Treasured Connections
While growing up Catholic, a family mantra was “A Church should be a church, not a social club”.
We seemed to go to church out of duty without inspiration or connection.
Every Sunday the collection basket was passed under our noses on the end of a long stick and my
father would drop a few folded anonymous bills into it. In the late sixties, a major theme from the
altar became money. The Monsignor was animated and expressive, the closest to “Fire and
Brimstone” that I remember. He said “If you don’t give enough money to the church don’t expect
your daughter to be married here”. And, “When you come for Sacraments we will look at the records
and see how much you give.” I was only ten but it didn’t seem right.
When I finally found this place in 1990 Frank’s sermons kept me coming back. I would drop a few bills
into the collection plate on Sunday and for the first time I felt good about committing my treasure to
a church. Frank’s sermons connected me to myself and were certainly worth at least a couple of
bucks! But I never wanted to be a member, because churches were not social clubs.
Two weeks after I signed the book, Jane Bickford had me helping in the kitchen, cooking a Fellowship
Dinner. I ushered, folded soundings, and volunteered to work with the youth group as the church
morphed from “The place I came to hear Frank speak” to “My church”. This is the place where I met
my wife, changed careers, found a new job and learned so much about myself I barely recognize the
younger me. My first pledge of twenty five dollars a month was significant given my family dogma
about “The Business of Religion”.
I am a member of the Stewardship committee because of my connection with David Smith through
our work in youth group. But Stewardship? Really? “Celebrate, Educate and Solicitate”? I love to
“Celebrate” so that’s what I work on. I’ve also made connections with others on the committee who I
may not have met otherwise.
I don’t think any of us come through the front doors because of duty. I like that. Not one of us commits our cash because we have to. I come here and I commit my hard earned cash because of my connections; with others and more importantly with myself.
I want to invite you to the Cabaret on March 15th where we will CELEBRATE the 65th anniversary
of the Unitarian Church in Westport. Maybe you’ll make a new connection, or who knows maybe
you’ll change your life.
Bob Perry, Member of the Stewardship Committee

MUSICAL
NOTES from Ed Thompson
There are two events in March that are above and beyond
the weekly offerings.

CABARET
March 15th - see the separate flyer - an evening of food, fun,
fellowship!celebrating the church’s 65th Anniversary

SPECIAL PROJECTS CHOIR
presents music of Benjamin Britten on

Sunday, March 23rd, at the 11:00 service,
On Sunday, March 23rd, at the 11:00 service, the Special Projects Choir will
sing a major work of Benjamin Britten.
Rejoice in the Lamb is a dramatic setting of words by
eighteenth-century poet Christopher Smart. It is a well-documented
fact that Smart suffered from mental
disorder. Looking at the poetry, one can see that there is not any
kind of normal logic to it. Yet, there is no doubt that Smart
experienced and transmitted a sense of wonder, respect and
gratitude for the world in which he lived.
The poetry is multi-faceted and covers subjects of nature, music, animals,
the limits of understanding, artists, suffering, imagination and praise.
The final chorus states:“Hallelujah from the heart of God, and from the
hand of the artist inimitable….” And it is in the hands of a great composer
like Britten those words are brought to life and made memorable.
The fourth-century cleric, Nicetas, was the person who coined the
phrase “communion of saints”. What does that mean? In his writings he
described it as “a mystical bond of hope and love that unites
both the living and the dead.” Twenty-first-century Unitarian Universalism
might cloak it in different language:“respect for the interdependent
web of all existence of which we are a part.” Yet, the concept,
I believe, is the same. Our bonds of commonality, i.e., the ways in which we
connect and relate to each other are important.
It was evident that Smart had a deep sense of respect for the sacredness of
all life. Britten’s music contains a number of styles and moods thamake it
complex enough to be interesting and interesting enough to be memorable. We can hopefully feel some of that bonds in the poetry and music.

UU Movie Discussion Group,
Friday, Feb. 28

The UU movie discussion group meets again on Friday, Februry 28. The films to be
discussed are “August:Osage County ”,”Her” and a last minute addition
“The Monuments Men”.
Dessert Potluck at 7:30, discussion begins at 8. At the Meeting House. All are welcome!
Don’t forget to bring your Academy Award Contest ballot.
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