
September 3, 2017- PARENT TAKE-IT-HOME HANDOUT  
For PRE-K & Wiggly children 

Topic: Down By the Seashore –What’s important? 

STORY: Castles of Sand – Adaptation by Mary Collins 
Along the ocean shore, children played on a beach in the 
afternoon sunshine, each building a castle.  
The longer they worked on them, the more carefully they guarded their castle; they wanted to 
keep their castle separate from their neighbor’s castle.  Territory was marked by lines in the 
sand, or glaring looks and a warning hand. 
 

Eventually, as it often happens, a child may have slipped and fallen upon a neighboring castle; or said, “My castle is 
bigger or better, or has the best shells or rocks!”  
It wasn’t clear exactly which action or words, carelessly tossed about from one child to another started it, but suddenly, 
a child ran up and stomped upon another child’s castle. 
 
Out of view of the grown-ups, the “Lord & creator” of the wrecked castle pulled the “Attacker’s” hair and called for 
justice from the others. Feet kicked, sand flew, and one child was driven from the beach (pause) 

 

Sea gulls swooped and screeched, as the rest of the children returned to make their castles BIGGER, and BETTER.  It 
didn’t take long for children’s cries sounded: “HEY, Don’t touch!    Look at MY castle!     MINE is best!    Mine is the 
Biggest!”  as the tide rolled in. 

 
Then the sun began to set.  Dusk arrived along with calls of “Time-to-leave” and “Five more minutes.” The children knew 
they were expected to pick up their pails and shovels to get home for dinner.  
 

And suddenly, now, it seemed as if no one had ever cared about castles.  Squeals of joy were heard in the children’s 
delight at stomping on their day’s work; some kicked their castles apart, others poured buckets of water over their 
castle, rounding off the corners and melting the tall peaks into low mounds.   Then, one and all turned towards home 
and left. 
 

In the quiet, only the pleasant lapping of the ocean against the shore was heard.  And overnight, the waves gently 
smoothed the sand, as it does every night for the new day ahead. 
 

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 Why do you think children cared more about their castles the longer they were working on them? 
 

 Why do you think it mattered to the children who had the “biggest” or “best?”  I wonder if they 
considered:  Is this true?   Is it kind? Will it help? 
 

 Was it “just” or “kind” to kick or use mean words to drive someone away? What might the children 
have done differently if they followed Unitarian Universalist Principles # 6 working for peaceful, fair 
world? Or Principle # 2 Be Kind?  

 

SUNDAY ACTIVITY: Create a chalice from found materials, compare shells and rocks (color, size, 
texture – noting that all have their beauty just as they are), sand & water play 
     

 FAMILY FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY OPTIONS:  

 Sing this fun song “DOWN BY THE BAY”  – song sung by Raffi  or read the book illustrated by 
Nadine Bernard Westcott  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzsOcyJhBm0 
 

 Talk about a time in your life where you chose not to join in a crowd doing something hurtful.  
What helped you do the right thing? 

 

 Build sand castles together and compliment what makes each one interesting to you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzsOcyJhBm0

