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At right, 
Douglass 
Davidoff 
reflects on the 
meaning and 
tradition of an 
installation 
service.  
 
He writes for the 
Installation 
Committee,  on 
which he serves 
with John Mason, 
Morgan Leddy, 
Kristen Leddy, 
Chuck 
Harrington, Ellie 
Grosso, and 
Denny Davidoff.

Come. Install. Celebrate.
Participate in the installation service for Rev. John Morehouse. 
The festive congregational event is Sunday, Nov. 22, 4p.m.

Installations are a tradition in which clergy and laity celebrate the lives and work 

of ministers today, in centuries past, and in the centuries to come. Installations 
recognize ministry as a learned and collegial profession performed in the context 

of congregational polity. 

The installation physically embodies these concepts. The congregation becomes a 
vessel to celebrate ministry. Ministers from near and far enter the vessel singing, 

“Rank by rank again we stand|from the four winds gathered hither.” In formal 
robes and festive stoles, the minsters represent their colleagues of the past, 

present, and future. They sing: “Ours the years’ memorial store|honored days 

and names we reckon,|days of comrades gone before,|lives that speak and deeds 
that beckon.” Recognizing the inspiration of past colleagues, they end the song: 

”What they dreamed be ours to do,|hope their hopes and seal them true.” 

From these ranks rises the colleague called to the pulpit of the host congregation. 

The congregation in unison performs a liturgy of installation with the minister’s 

colleagues as witnesses. A colleague charges the minister to do well. Another 
colleague charges the congregation to work well with its new minister. The 

colleagues lay hands on the newly installed minister. This reminds their 
colleague they stand with him or her and are available to support him or her. 

The colleagues recess. The congregation is left in care of its new minister, who 

stands alone. Newly installed and charged, the new minister's only speaking role 
during the ceremony has arrived. But just one piece of liturgy remains, so the 

new minister delivers the benediction. This ends the service of installation. 


