
HOMECOMING SERVICE 
September 11, 2016 at 10:00 am 

 
GATHERING AND REDEDICATION      Rev. Dr. John T. Morehouse, 
 Senior Minister 
 
DELIVERY OF SYMBOLS OF OUR CONGREGATION’S LIFE 
 
Sacred Books Kathy Kurzatkowski, Adult Program    
Hymnal Debbie Handler, Music Committee 
Constitution and By-Laws Lynda Shannon, Board President 
Membership Book Marilynn Reed 
Lifespan Faith Developmant     Dan Marcus, LFD Council Chair 
Youth Membership Book Youth 
Social Justice Banner Rene Abdalha 
Rainbow Task Force Banner Arnela ten Meer & Marie Pham 
Partner Church Banner Cheryl Paul, Partner Church Committee 
Church Banner Tom Hearne, Committee on Ministry 
Chalice Sudha Sankar, Worship Associates 
A Candle Jim Francek, Pastoral Care Chaplains 
Soundings & Smartphone Carol Porter & Charles Klein  
Offering Plates Catherine Onyemeluke, Treasurer 
Order of Service Tom Croarkin, Head Usher 
Casserole Dish Neighborhood Circles  
 
 
PROCESSION INTO SANCTUARY   
 
CHALICE LIGHTING  Cheryl Paul, Worship Associate 
 
OPENING WORDS    Lara Fuchs, Intern Minister 
      
HYMN “Rank by Rank We Stand” (see insert) Erik Paul, conductor 
 
AFFIRMATION Lynda Shannon, Board President 
Love is the spirit of this church, and service its law. 
This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 
 
 
REFLECTION FOR ALL AGES      Mary Collins, LFD Director  
 & Company 
 
READING Rev. Frank Hall, Minister Emeritus 
 
NECROLOGY (see insert: In Memoriam) Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
MUSIC “To My Old Brown Earth” Pete Seeger 

Special Projects Choir;  
  
REFLECTION  David Vita 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING  A time to share a brief personal joy or sorrow.    
A Pastoral Care Associate will be at the candle boat after the service.  

 
OFFERING  Denny Davidoff 
“Prayer of St. Francis” Pote               
 
HOMILY “Promises Yet to Keep” Rev. Dr. John T. Morehouse,  
 Senior Minister 
  
HYMN #1 “May Nothing Evil Cross This Door” (see insert) 
 
CLOSING WORDS  
 
POSTLUDE “United in Song” Paul Halley 
 
To create an atmosphere of worship we ask that you refrain from applauding 
             until  the end of the service and turn off all cell phones and beepers     
There are listening assistive headphones on the back wall of the Sanctuary.  
                                 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 
Today, September 11 
 Volunteer Fair at 11:14 am 
Monday, September 12 
 Gr 4-5 OWL Parents Info Session, Meeting House at 7:00 pm 
 NVC Practice, Library at 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, September 13 
 Men’s Choir at 7:45 pm 
Wednesday, September 14 
 Domestic Violence Task Force, East Wing at 12:30 pm 
 Amnesty International, East Wing at 7:00 pm 
 COM, Meeting House at 7:30 pm 
 Chamber Choir Rehearsal at 7:45 pm 
Thursday, September 15 
 Youth Choir at 5:00 pm 
 Teen Choir at 6:00 pm 
 Women’s Choir at 7:45 pm 
Friday, September 16 
 Shawl Ministry, Meeting House at 12:30 pm 
Saturday, September 17 
 COM Reflection Meeting, Meeting House at 9:00am 



WELCOME!  We’re glad you’re here this morning.  If this is one of 
your first visits with us, please stop to talk with our greeters.  They 
can be identified by the yellow ribbons on their nametags and they 
are happy to answer any questions you have about our church.  
Please join us after the service for our Fellowship Coffee Hour for 
refreshment and conversation.  More information about this church 
and our programs can be found at our website www.uuwestport.org. 
 

OPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH 
 
Celebrate a special person or event in your life!  For more 
information about contributing flowers for a Sunday service please 
call Jan in the church office (203)227-7205 ex: 10 or sign up in the 
Flower Book.  The cost is $65 and we will take care of all the details!. 
 
Questions about your pledge?  The Accounting office will be open 
from 10:15-1:00PM  Sunday, 18 Sept. - by appointment preferably. 
Contact Sue@uuwestport.org. 
 
Starting Sunday September 18th, our UUWestport Senior High 
Youth Group will meet from7:00-9:00 pm for two months to test 
alternate meeting times. Make sure to come and give us feedback on 
this scheduling change! Sunday 9/18’s theme is covenant and new 
beginnings 
 
Lifespan Faith Development Groups begin next week please check 
the LFD display at the volunteer fair today and 9/18 after both 
services a 1/2 hour presentation will be in the East Wing about our 
planned programming. 
 
The Amnesty International Fairfield County Group will be meeting 
in the East Wing at 7:00pm on Wednesday, September 14.  
Interested?  Join us.  We’ll be talking about Fall tabling, Write 4 
Action and a new global campaign: People on the Move (focusing on 
refugees, Internally Displaced People, and migrants).  Contact David 
Vita, david@uuwestport.org 
 
Help set-up apartments for arriving refugee families.  Sign-up 
today at the Immigration & Refugee Committee table at the 
Committee Fair. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: The Unitarian Church in Westport is a 
diverse and welcoming religious community, free of creed and dogma, and 
open to people of all backgrounds and beliefs.  We inspire and support 
individual spiritual growth.  We connect through worship, music, learning, 
and caring ministries.  We act in the service of peace and justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 

FLOWERS 

 
Given by Jean, Neil and Todd Coleman 

 
 
 
 

The Unitarian Church in 
Westport 
  10 Lyons Plains Road, Westport, CT  06880, 227-7205 www.uuwestport.org                                                                            

Rev. Dr. John T. Morehouse, Senior Minister 
 Rev. Edward Thompson, Minister of Music 

Rev. Frank A. Hall, Minister Emeritus 
Lara Fuchs, Intern Minister 



Mary Collins, Lifespan Faith Development; Cal Wacker, Youth Programs  
David Vita, Director Social Justice and Membership 

 
HYMN “Rank by Rank Again We Stand” 
 
     Rank by rank again we stand, from the four winds gathered hither. 
     Loud the hallowed walls demand whence we come and how, and  
         wither. 
     From their stillness breaking clear, echoes wake to warn or cheer; 
     higher truth from saint and seer call to us assembled here. 
 
     Ours the years’ memorial store, honored days and names we      
         reckon, 
     days of comrades gone before, lives that speak and deeds that   
         beckon. 
     From the dreaming of the night to the labors of the day, 
     shines their everlasting light, guiding us upon our way. 
 
     Though the path be hard and long, still we strive in expectation; 
     join we now their ageless song one with them in aspiration. 
     One in name, in honor one, guard we well the crown they won; 
     what they dreamed be ours to do, hope their hopes, and seal      
     them true. 
 
      
HYMN “May Nothing Evil Cross This Door” 
 
     May nothing evil cross this door, 
     and may ill fortune never 
     pry about these windows;  
     may the roar and rain go by. 
 
     By faith made strong, the rafters will 
     withstand the battering of the  
     storm.  This hearth, though all the world grow 
     chill, will keep you warm. 
 
     Peace shall walk softly through these rooms 
     touching our lips with holy 
     wine, till every casual corner 
     blooms into a shrine. 
 
     With laughter drown the raucous shout, 
     and, though these sheltering walls are 

     thin, may they be strong to keep hate 
     out and hold love in. 
 
HYMN “Rank by Rank Again We Stand” 
 
     Rank by rank again we stand, from the four winds gathered hither. 
     Loud the hallowed walls demand whence we come and how, and  
         wither. 
     From their stillness breaking clear, echoes wake to warn or cheer; 
     higher truth from saint and seer call to us assembled here. 
 
     Ours the years’ memorial store, honored days and names we      
         reckon, 
     days of comrades gone before, lives that speak and deeds that   
         beckon. 
     From the dreaming of the night to the labors of the day, 
     shines their everlasting light, guiding us upon our way. 
 
     Though the path be hard and long, still we strive in expectation; 
     join we now their ageless song one with them in aspiration. 
     One in name, in honor one, guard we well the crown they won; 
     what they dreamed be ours to do, hope their hopes, and seal      
     them true. 
 
      
HYMN “May Nothing Evil Cross This Door” 
 
     May nothing evil cross this door, 
     and may ill fortune never 
     pry about these windows;  
     may the roar and rain go by. 
 
     By faith made strong, the rafters will 
     withstand the battering of the  
     storm.  This hearth, though all the world grow 
     chill, will keep you warm. 
 
     Peace shall walk softly through these rooms 
     touching our lips with holy 
     wine, till every casual corner 
     blooms into a shrine. 
 
     With laughter drown the raucous shout, 
     and, though these sheltering walls are 



     thin, may they be strong to keep hate 
     out and hold love in. 


