
DETAILS & TAKE-IT-HOME ideas for JAN 29, 2017  Pre-K, K-3, 4-5, 6-7th groups: 
   
New or didn’t yet? Please Complete REGISTRATION so we have your permission for your children to be active in 
our program, and know about allergies, behavior policy and if it’s okay if we take pictures of your children. Here's a 
2016-2017 Registration Link for PARENTS to give your Pre-K through 12th graders permission to participate.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 PRE-K - PARENT HANDOUT – Soul Matters Topic: Prophetic Together– Jan. 29, 2017 
This month at our Unitarian Universalist Congregation we are talking about things that can 
help us create a better world and future, a good prophecy for a peaceful  world 
Unitarian Universalists believe we are free to learn together (UU PRINCIPLE # 3),  
and when we do that, we can build a fair and peaceful world  (UU PRINCIPLE #6) 
 

   
STORY: The Flock of Birds  

(based on the  Jataka tale the Quarrelling Quails    http://www.sacred-texts.com/bud/jt/jt09.htm 

 Try at home Experiment - Do this only if the children are not scared to have a blanket over them.  
Invite  children to  crouch down.  Put  blanket/towel over them.  “1-2-3 LIFT”  then do again with 
more people.   

    Ask:  Is it easier by yourself? Or with a group? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 What did the birds do – the times they were caught? (not paying attention, and then fighting) 

 What did the birds do to get free?  (worked together  - there is a little poem about this…) 
While they squabbled and scolded, postured and fought, 
The hunter arrived and the birds were caught. 
He scooped up his net and said, “I’m the winner.” 
Together they’re strong.  Divided they’re dinner! 

When people help each other, we are stronger too. 
 What do you do to help your family?  to help your neighbors ?       

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Scroll down for K-3, 4-5, and 6-7th grade Handout / info on 6-7 trip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4YnFLsPfpBuunWwtFQl6dqICZizuvBHlumHhrSpBlDRv1lw/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bud/jt/jt09.htm


K-3 PARENT HANDOUT      Jan. 29, 2017  
K-3rd UU Explorers Session TOPIC:  The Qu’ran  
                                              & Story: The Dog at the Well  
(adapted from p. 81 Sacred Stories: Wisdom from World Religions: Marilyn McFarlane ) 

 UU Source: World Religions (Islam) 
UU Principles #2 Be kind in All you do, #6 Build a Fair & Peaceful World, #4 Search 

for what is true 
 

The Dog at the Well - Story summary: A thirsty man, finally finds water in the third well he stops 
at  on his long journey.   Because he is a grown up (no child should go down a 
well) and in danger from lack of water, he carefully  braces his arms and legs,  
and lowers himself to the water and drinks, thanking Allah for the liquid of 
life.   When he climbs out of the well he hears a soft whining of a dog, panting 

with glazed eyes.  In compassion, the man goes back down into the well, takes off his leather 
boots, fills them with water.  He has to grip the edges of both boots in his teeth so he can climb up.  The water 
filled boots are heavy and he almost drops them, but manages to hold on.   When he is out of the well, the 
man kneels down and puts both boots down for the dog to drink.  The dog laps up all the water while wagging 
its tail. 
Muhammad said that Allah noted the man’s kindness and action, and forgave the hurtful things he had done 
in the past. And at the man’s death he went to heaven. 
 

Discussion questions: 

 How much out of your way do you go for another person in need? A dog?   What are ways we can 
be kind to all beings? (Principle #2) 

 What do you think people need to live a good life for your Body, mind, spirit, community? (Principle #6) 

 Some UU’s believe there is no heaven, others  are open to the mystery, some believe in angels, gods & 
goddesses, one God or no God.   What do you think?  (Principle # 4: A free search for what is true) 

 

Take-it-Home Activities: 
 Have you looked at sacred texts from world religions 

(Torah? Bible? Qu’ran? Etc.)  
 or Checked out www.beliefnet.com ?  
 Talk to a friend or neighbor about what they find 

important or helpful about their book of faith. 
 
“The holy book of Islam, The Qur’an dictates many aspects of 
Muslim life. Prohibitions include everything that is harmful to the 
body, mind, soul, or society, while anything that is beneficial is 
permissible, or “halal”.” 
Read more at http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/islam/islam-at-a-glance.aspx#QFmwuWXjODC8LsBy.99 
 

 Spiritual Practice: Keep an Act of kindness journal and try to add to it every day at bedtime. 
 

 Social Action - Water Justice - What do you know about Water Justice issues? Here’s two links with 
some things to consider (stories of what others are doing, books for children & adults, films and 
resources https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/sing/session15/230700.shtml 

 

            http://uuministryforearth.org/2011-ED-WaterJusticeResources 
 

http://www.beliefnet.com/
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/sing/session15/230700.shtml
http://uuministryforearth.org/2011-ED-WaterJusticeResources


_____________________________________________________________________________  
4-5th grade PARENT  HANDOUT - January 29, 2017-Soul Matters topic: PROPHETIC TOGETHER      
This month at our Unitarian Universalist congregation we are talking about things that can help us create a better world 
and future, a good prophecy. One way we can make the world better is to practice being good people to each other and 
LISTENING to the experiences of all people and SPEAKING OUR TRUTH.     

 Unitarian Universalists believe each and every person is important (PRINCIPLE # 1 )   To build a fair & peaceful 
world (PRINCIPLE # 6)  Everyone needs a voice in what concerns them (PRINCIPLE# 5)  

 

STORY:  “THE LION MAKERS”   

(from Panchatantra -  5 books  created in Kashmir -  as a “a book for wise conduct”  that scholars think was written 200 
B.C.E. )  This version today was  found in &  adapted  from  p. 19 Wisdom Tales by Heather Forest ) 
  
Story Summary: Four Brahmin were walking to the royal city, discussing how they would 
use their academic smarts to earn lots of money from the king.  Three of the Brahmin 
noted  the  Fourth Brahmin  only had common sense and should have less money than 
they did.    
 
 The group came upon a  pile of bones  on the side of the road.  Now a they would show 
their skills. the First Brahmin could  put the skeleton back together.   The Second Brahmin 
could  put flesh on the bones.  The Third Brahmin boasted, “That’s nothing, I will   breathe  

life into the carcass. “  
 
But before they did the 4th Brahmin  humbly 
said, “ I may not be as learned as you, but I can 
see that this creature is a lion, and bringing it to 
life would be  dangerous.”   The three Brahmin  
scoffed at his concerns, “You do not know 
much at all.”   
 
The Fourth Brahmin said, “ I know this much, If 

you are going to bring that lion to life, I’m going to climb a tree.”  which he did as the 
Third Brahmin crouched over the carcass and breathed the lion back to life.   The lion stretched its limbs, licked its lips, 
and pounced.   The Fourth Brahmin was the only  one that lived to tell the tale.     
  
Family Discussion Questions: 

● Do you think book learning is better than life experience? What are the advantages of each?  
 

● Do you value the contributions of everyone? Give examples of what that looks like and what it doesn’t  (Do 
you listen?  or talk over?  or disregard a different point of view? or feelings? or people?) 

 
● Review of “ How do You handle conflict?” when it arises or advocate for your point of view  -see  Mouse, 

Monster or Me Game 
 
 
 
SONG:  We Are the Ones    sung by Sweet Honey & the Rock To be prophetic and build a 
fair and peaceful world we can’t blame or judge others.  We have to do our part and value 
everyone’s story and abilities.    
 

 
 

 

http://mssepp.blogspot.com/2014/05/conflict.html
http://mssepp.blogspot.com/2014/05/conflict.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA8h1DjzbC0


 

6-7th Building Bridges Group - PARENT INFO for  Jan. 29, 2017   
 
CHRISTIANITY VISIT  to our neighbors at  Mt. Aery Baptist Church 
in Bridgeport.    
 
The ushers know we are coming and will try to seat us as a group. 
 

Kevin Leddy (203) 451-1357 –is the TUCW teacher, trip leader and   if you are not on the sign 
up link call him so he knows to expect you. 
 
TRIP TIMELINE: 

 10:30am Meet up at TUCW parking lot by the school entrance path 
o  All youth being driven by others need a permission slip – check in with Kevin  
o All drivers of children not their own need to leave a copy of their license and Ins. 

Card with Mary Collins before they leave.  
 

 10:35 departure from Parking Lot 

Directions: Mount Aery Baptist Church 73 Frank Street Bridgeport, CT 06607 

From the Unitarian Church, Turn Left out of driveway, Left at light.  

Go under the parkway and take Left onto  Rt. 15 North 

Continue to Bridgeport, Take EXIT 3 from CT 25 S   

13.9 Miles ( 14 minutes), 

Turn on Frank St. # 73 – they have 3 parking lots.  

 11:00 am – the Mt. Aery  service starts and we will be seated  

 ½ hour after the service - Our group will meet with the Pastor  

 1:15-1:30 pm? Estimated arrival time back to TUCW. 
 

 


