
PARENTS TAKE-IT-HOME:    Information detail & for faith formation follow up at home                                                              
for Sunday, APRIL 23, 2017    (Pre-K through High School) 

 PRE-K     PARENTS TAKE-IT-HOME Handout for   April 23, 2017  

Topic: MOTHER EARTH & TRANSFORMATION 
 This month our theme at church is TRANSFORMATION. Transformation is when something changes into 

something else.  Mother Nature is a remarkable transformer! Our earth can turn seeds into plants, garbage into dirt and 
so much more.   
 

As Unitarian Universalists we believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share with all living things.  That means 
we need to know about what is happening with our Earth.  Today we are going to explore some of the wonderful 
transformations that are occurring in nature.  PRINIPLE # 7 

STORY  
And Then It's Spring by 
Julie Fogliano   -  one video  
 
Other book options: 
 

Planting A Rainbow by Lois Elhert  
Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt by Kate Messner 

Planting the Wild Garden by Kathryn O. Galbraith 
 

ACTIVITY options: PARENTS – try these 
activities at home if you wish  
 Sandwich Bag Compost  
Plant Baggie Garden  
Sprout House  
Seed Activity Ideas 

 

 K-3  Grade UU Explorers- April 23, 2017  PARENT “TAKE IT HOME” Handout  

 TOPIC: A Jataka Tale from Buddha: The Scared Hare 
UU Sources:  Direct Experience  & World Religions (Buddhism) 
UU Principle #4 - Search for what is true. 

 STORY:  A little hare was falling asleep, and a disturbing question popped to mind ““If this earth were 

ever destroyed, what would become of little me?”  but the hare had just eaten, and a warm breeze was 
rustling the palm fronds in a comforting way and soon the little hare was asleep.   
    Then a large coconut fell from the tree right behind the hare, who woke suddenly and raced away thinking “The earth is caving 
in!”   As the hare hopped through jungle he told another hare that “the earth is caving in” and soon word spread - animal to animal - 
until there were a thousand hares,  wild boars & their piglets,  hippos, monkeys, parrots, elephants,  eagles, tigers,  and a seagull  
joined in too. 
     A Wise lion, the Future Buddha, saw the dust cloud from the stampeding animals;  a seagull told him the news. The lion thought 
“Surely that can’t be, they must have heard or seen something they didn’t understand.”  As he stood in thought the lion noticed that 
the animals were racing straight towards an ocean cliff in the distance and they would all fall to their deaths if they didn’t stop.   
    So Lion ran with all his might to a place directly in the path of the animals, and  faced them  ROARING  three times until the 
animals slowed down and stopped, quaking in fear.  Lion calmly walked among them asking      ”Why do you run so? From what are 
you fleeing?” and each animal said they followed because of what the animal in line before them said.  
    Finally, the lion’s investigation came to the first hare who admitted that he didn’t SEE the earth cave in, but only heard and felt it.  
Patiently and kindly, the Lion coaxed the small hare to investigate and report back to the group. The Hare realized he had been very 
wrong and very silly.  Some animals laughed at him, others were mad he had caused such distress, but all were relieved that the lion 

(the Buddha) had saved them and they got the  MESSAGE:  Never be led by hearsay: test all things yourself!  (and 

Remember FEAR is often “False Evidence Appearing Real” - which means fear makes it seem like something truly awful WILL happen  
even if it is not likely). 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

●  Which animal used reason? Which animal made a mistake by not testing or finding out more 
information?  

● Should we encourage someone who is afraid? why or why not?  
● Some animals laughed, others got mad when the Hare told the truth - 

○ Can you tell of a time when you told the truth even if other people laughed or got mad? 
○  What are you afraid of? Did you test your fear? 

 
ACTIVITIES on  Sunday:  a herd run, bean bag toss, sound investigation.       
AT HOME:  What’s the difference between a Rabbit and Hare? http://www.diffen.com/difference/Hare_vs_Rabbit Hares are 
generally larger and faster than rabbits. Hares have longer ears and larger feet than rabbits. Hares have black markings on their fur.   

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11891485-and-then-it-s-spring
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11891485-and-then-it-s-spring
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=A0LEVv6gR_VYP0YAITknnIlQ?p=and+then+it%27s+spring+by+julie+fogliano&fr=yhs-mozilla-001&fr2=piv-web&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-001#id=6&vid=aebd34b180f4cb4d2c0dbdf792330591&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=A0LEVv6gR_VYP0YAITknnIlQ?p=and+then+it%27s+spring+by+julie+fogliano&fr=yhs-mozilla-001&fr2=piv-web&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-001#id=6&vid=aebd34b180f4cb4d2c0dbdf792330591&action=view
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/158254.Planting_a_Rainbow
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22553675-up-in-the-garden-and-down-in-the-dirt?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10200420-planting-the-wild-garden?from_search=true
http://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/sandwich-bag-compost-experiment
http://101ideer.se/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/young-garden-ideas6.jpg
http://thestemlaboratory.com/sprout-house/#_a5y_p=5152342
http://www.howweelearn.com/tons-seed-activities-kids/
http://www.howweelearn.com/tons-seed-activities-kids/
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Hare_vs_Rabbit


4-5th  PARENTS TAKE-IT-HOME Handout for   April 23, 2017  
Unitarian Universalist Principle # 7  We respect the interdependent web of all existence of 
which we are a part. We share the Earth with all living things.   
  

 Explore  Solar Power   and/or 
 Discuss how humans have affected the Earth to be less friendly to bees.   

Plant a Bee Garden to help transform our Earth back into a bee friendly environment. 
 

            
 

http://www.planetsmarty.com/2015/06/10-fun-solar-experiments-for-kids.html
http://thehoneybeeconservancy.org/act-today/plant-a-bee-garden/


6-7th Grade– Building Bridges – April 23, 2017       PARENTS TAKING-IT-HOME HANDOUT  
“When one defines oneself as Pagan, it means she or he follows an earth or nature religion, one 
that sees the divine manifest in all creation. 
The cycles of nature are our holy days, the earth is our temple, its plants and creatures our 
partners and teachers.  
We worship a deity that is both male and female, a mother Goddess and father God, who 
together created all that is, was, or will be. We respect life, cherish the free will of sentient 
beings, and accept the sacredness of all creation.”  — Edain McCoy, Wiccan author 

 
IN TODAY'S WORKSHOP... Discussion of the amorphous definitions for "Pagan."  Specific exploration of contemporary 
Wiccans and Neo-Pagans and identifying many of their beliefs (Some of their beliefs are shared with Unitarian 
Universalism).   And did you know about the Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans (CUUPS), which has 70 or more 
chapters across the United States? 
REFLECTION QUESTION:       How might a view of the earth as divine affect the ecology and green movements? 
EXPLORE THE TOPICS WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 Neo-Paganism and Wicca Fact Sheet 

 The website for CUUPS lists local chapters. The home page has photographs of events. Would you recognize 
these as Pagan events or do they look like just another UU event to you? 

 Spiral Scouts began as an alternative to Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Groups. Though it was started by a Pagan, 
earth-centered group, it embraces diversity of all sorts, including religion. Connection to the earth is an 
important part of Spiral Scouts, but each chapter establishes its own guidelines and activities. 
 

+ LAST CALL to Take the poll for Islam Make-up trip – since we cancelled the original trip for icy weather Pick 

from these Dates: April 28, or May 26 (start of Memorial Day Weekend), or June 23 (school out for 

you?)?  TAKE THE Islam trip POLL http://doodle.com/poll/iz9siqqed3qgvh8y   
FYI:  Time to arrive in Bridgeport is at 12:50pm for afternoon prayer. 

 

 
Middle & High School youth - Garden Clean ups –Dates in April, May, June.   

These are great opportunities for families and youth for Community action.                                  
Contact pollyfcromwell@gmail.com  

 

Families of 9th graders – Final Call for you to confirm your 9th grader will participate in the 
final step of Coming of Age.   If your youth will participate – This is their home-work: 

o Email Mary.dre@uuwestport.org  If you have not already rec’d an email on April 10th and  
request the two documents to read (sample credo statements, and reading from book This I 
Believe: Life Lessons) Read some samples – at least one  from both documents 

o Listen to “This I Believe” podcasts  here’s one example or look at other “essays” about 3 
minutes each   

 http://thisibelieve.org/essay/4205/ 
o By April 20 – Youth Write a draft  (2 minutes read out loud) or draft of your idea to present (artistic or 

musical or video…) and email it to Rev. John & Mary Collins  revjohn@uuwestport.org  
mary.dre@uuwestport.org  

o On April 23 - Meet with Mary Collins with Credo finalization & Gratitude statements 6:00 pm in 
Meeting House, break out session then share it as part of the Youth Service planning – stay till 8:00pm 

o May 6 – Rehearsal 4:00-6:00pm, Potluck 6:00-7:00pm, 9th Gr & Parents “Gratitude Ceremony” 7:00pm   
& May 7th Credo Presentation at both 9 & 11 services to the congregation 

 
 
 

http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/bridges/workshop21/workshopplan/handouts/184406.shtml
http://www.cuups.org/
http://www.spiralscouts.org/
http://doodle.com/poll/iz9siqqed3qgvh8y
mailto:pollyfcromwell@gmail.com
mailto:Mary.dre@uuwestport.org
http://thisibelieve.org/essay/4205/
mailto:revjohn@uuwestport.org
mailto:mary.dre@uuwestport.org


 

9-12 gr. YOUTH GROUP (YG) NOTES for your Action the week of April 23, 2017 
 

 6:00-8:00pm SUNDAY, 4-23-17   -Meeting House - THIS IS OUR DAY TO 
FINALIZE THE YOUTH SERVICE – Bring Reading, skit draft, sermonette, credo 
statements….   
 

 Katrina’s  Beach Clean-up Poll  (sorry  April 14 or May 6th  won’t work) 
Please fill out the DOODLE Poll for alternate dates being considered 
http://doodle.com/poll/sgvtxricgpgumaxr 

 
 12th graders please confirm you will attend the 10 am Bridging  (part of the June 4th Lifespan Faith Development 

celebration service)  Contact  Mary.dre@uuwestport.org  
 

 Spiritual Practice tools – LFD “This Week”  at our congregational website:    
http://uuwestport.org/lifespan/this-week-in-lifespan-faith-development/ 
 

April 21-23 Shelter Rock Youth Conference at Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock 

48 Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset, Long Island, NY 11030     Directions https://uucsr.org/im-interested/directions/ 
                                                                    

Participants  Prep & Pack:  
FORMS 

 PRINT OUT CON  FORMS -have SIGNED BY YOUTH AND PARENTS ,  $ (Checks “UUA-CER”  $30. or cash  -NO 
credit card service available there),  

 TUCW DRIVING PERMISSION FORM to ride with someone not your parent, Parent Signature & medical 
info required to be transported and attend. Find online HERE 

STUFF 
 PILLOW, SLEEPING BAGS, WATER BOTTLES - refillable, TOOTHBRUSH & paste, DEODORANT, CLOTHES, 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR COFFEE HOUSE. (but you are also encouraged to pack light – i.e. bring a uke 
vs. a bass) 

Friday FOOD ( & MEDS if needed) 
 Decide to eat at home or Pack a sandwich for Friday dinner  

 If Daily Medication is required permission & Instructions and amount  to advisors. 
 

FRIDAY:   Advisors Mary Collins mary.dre@uuwestport.org   Arnela Ten Meer   nelaya21@gmail.com 
 6:00pm -MEET At TUCW Parking Lot at +  Bring a sandwich or eat at home – they only have snacks 

Advisor: Arnela drives: DJ, Mia & Brian    
 Advisor: Mary drives: Gabi & Amanda   
Parent: David Schmier drives: Cecelia, Katrina, Alex & Grace 
Humza drives himself   

 7:00-8:45pm -  ALL must arrive within this time range.   
  

Park in the main parking lot and enter through the RE doors to the left of the Main Entrance.  
SUNDAY:  

 8:45am DEPARTURE TIME from Manhasset, NY.      10:15am Estimated time of arrival  to TUCW 

 Note: Parent Glenn Newell picks up Cecelia, Katrina, Alex & Grace 

 

http://doodle.com/poll/sgvtxricgpgumaxr
mailto:Mary.dre@uuwestport.org
http://uuwestport.org/lifespan/this-week-in-lifespan-faith-development/
https://uucsr.org/im-interested/directions/
http://uuwestport.org/lifespan/youth-programs/
mailto:mary.dre@uuwestport.org
mailto:nelaya21@gmail.com

