
 PRE-K-1st grade children   

FAMILY TAKE-IT-HOME for APRIL 15, 2018  
(by Mary Collins, Children’s Coordinator, Unitarian Church in Westport, CT)  

Topic: Emergent Unitarian Universalist History       Activities on Sunday morning:   
 

STORY: Henry Builds a Cabin  
By DJ Johnson  - the story of Henry David Thoreau building his cabin – illustrations    
Henry David Thoreau was friends with the family of William Ellery Channing. Use this book to share images of life in the 
1800’s for preschoolers - chopping wood, reading books, taking walks.  
 

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 Have you ever gone to a tag sale? Or used something that someone else had before you? That’s 

recycling and reusing, like Thoreau, and it is good for the earth. 
 

 What do you like about coming on Sunday’s to our church/congregation/group?  Have you seen 
upstairs?   

Message: Unitarian Universalist History – Henry David Thoreau was the man who built this cabin near 

Walden Pond.  And helped people think about observing and being in nature. He liked Rev. William Ellery 
Channing who started Unitarian churches in America. 

   

Replica of Henry David Thoreau’s cabin 
                                          Replica interior 

FAMILY TAKE-IT-HOME -Faith Formation continues… 
 

 Have you taken your little ones into the Sanctuary?  Point out the chalice, candle boat Show them 

the pictures of our Unitarian ministers on the back wall of the Sanctuary.  We are part of a 

congregation that has a history of sharing important things together.  

 Build a simple house and then a church.  - use blocks, or a box, or twigs to talk about what people do 
in the buildings and what they might need – a cabin in the woods vs. a house of worship?  What is 
important to each person in your family to have at home (you learn what people value but remember 
that may change over time, so ask again). 

 Look around and see how you might simplify –Do you need to buy it or buy it new? How many do you 
need?  Can you share or borrow?  


