
  The Garden of Eating  
 

 Worship Leader: Jenna Jacobs McPartland  
 

Worship Associates: Connie Rockman and Joanne Orenstein 
Pastoral Care Chaplain: Shari Brennan 

Thank you to the ushers and our sexton, Desmond 
Refreshments by many volunteers  

 
 

 

 
         

The Unitarian Church in Westport 

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here this morning!  
Please join us after the service for refreshments and conversation.  

If you’re new, we’re pleased to answer any questions. 
 

The Unitarian Church in Westport is a diverse and welcoming religious community,  
free of creed and dogma, and open to people of all backgrounds and beliefs. 

We inspire and support individual spiritual growth.  
We connect through worship, music, learning, and caring ministries.   

We act in the service of peace and justice. 
 

Rev. John Morehouse, Senior Minister; Rev. Ed Thompson, Minister of Music; 
Rev. Frank A. Hall, Minister Emeritus, David Vita, Director, Social Justice and Membership 

10 Lyons Plains Road, Westport, CT 06880. 203-227-7205. www.uuwestport.org 
 

Please settle in for Worship 
Phones in silent ‘worship mode.’ 
Headphones for assisted listening are found on the back wall of the Sanctuary. 
Armchairs are reserved for use by anyone who has a disability.  
A nursery with activities for children of all ages is downstairs. An usher can guide you. 

http://www.uuwestport.org/


 
About our Worship Leader Jenna McPartland 

Jenna is the proud mom of three sons, step-mom of two step-daughters and a step-son, and wife of her soulmate, Matthew.  
A graduate of The Natural Gourmet Institute, Jenna is a vegan chef and a mentor for people seeking to grow into compassion 
and health through their food choices.  Here at TUCW, Jenna is a frequent singer with the Once and Again Folksingers and as 

a soloist.  Having realized she had always been Unitarian Universalist without knowing it, she became a member of this 
congregation in 2014. Now she is growing in faith as a member of the Committee on Ministries, and she is working with 

several TUCW members in beginning a new opportunity for growth – the Ethical Food Ministry. 
~~~~~ 

 
“Wake Now My Senses” adapted from the hymnal 

 
1. Wake now my senses, and hear the earth call 
Feel the deep power of being in all 
Keep, with the web of creation, your vow 
Giving, receiving, as love shows us how. 
 
2. Wake now my reason, reach out to the new; 
Join with each pilgrim who quests for the true. 
Honor the beauty and wisdom of time;  
Suffer thy limit and praise the sublime. 
 
3. Wake now compassion, give heed to the cry; 
Voices of suffering fill the wide sky; 

Take as your neighbor both stranger and friend, 
Praying and striving their hardship to end. 
 
4. Wake now my conscience, with justice thy guide 
Join with all beings whose rights are denied; 
Take  not for granted a privileged place; 
God’s  love embraces this whole earthly race. 
 
5. Wake now my vision of ministry clear; 
Brighten my pathway with radiance here; 
Mingle my calling with all who will share; 
Work toward a planet transformed by our care.

 
~~~~~ 

 
“The Fire of Commitment” 
 
1. From the light of days remembered 
burns a beacon bright and clear 
Guiding hands and hearts and spirits 
Into faith set free from fear 
 
2. From the stories of our living  
rings a song both brave and free 
Calling pilgrims still to witness to the life of liberty 
 
 
3. From the dreams of youthful vision 
Comes a new, prophetic voice 
Which demands a deeper justice 
Built by our courageous choice 
 
Refrain: When the fire of commitment 
sets our mind and soul ablaze 
When our hunger and our passion  
meet to call us on our way 
When we live with deep assurance 
of the flame that burns within 
Then our promise finds fulfillment 
and our future can begin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7 Principles of Unitarian-
Universalism     
# 1 The inherent worth and dignity of every person                    
# 2 Justice, equity and compassion 
# 3 Spiritual growth  
# 4 Freedom to seek truth and meaning 
# 5 The right of conscience and the democratic process 
# 6 World community with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all  
# 7 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 



 

Order of Service  
 
 

PRELUDE       Ed Thompson, Minister of Music 
 
WELCOME                    Connie Rockman, Worship Associate 
 
GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 
CHALICE LIGHTING  
 
OPENING WORDS, “Farm Workers Prayer of Praise,”     
 By the United Farm Workers     Read by Joanne Ornstein 
 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: #298 “Wake Now My Senses”      
 
STATEMENT OF AFFIRMATION    
Love is the spirit of this church, and service its law. This is our great covenant:  
to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING     Shari Brennan, Pastoral Care Chaplain 
  
All are welcome to light a candle expressing a brief, personal joy or sorrow   
 
SILENT MEDITATION         
 
SERMON: “THE GARDEN OF EATING”      Jenna McPartland  
 
OFFERING and MUSIC: “In the Beginning” from Children of Eden  Stephen Schwartz & Co 

   
LITANY OF GRATITUDE by Reverend Max Coots     
 
CLOSING HYMN:  #1028 “The Fire of Commitment” 
 
CLOSING WORDS  by Kris Carr, author of Crazy Sexy Kitchen 
   
Extinguishing the Chalice: We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth,  
the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment.   
These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.     
   
 

Following the service, enjoy refreshments in the foyer, and join Jenna for a discussion in the East Wing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HOMECOMING WEEKEND 
 

Sunday, Sept 9: 10 AM – Rev. John Morehouse – Homecoming Service 

Our senior minister welcomes everyone for the start of our church year.  This is our annual celebration of community and 
coming back together after summer vacation and travels.  We will be renewing our commitment to this faith community 
by honoring our traditions, looking forward to the future, and welcoming newcomers.  

2018 Expo: Directly following the Homecoming service, come learn about the amazing work of TUCW’s committees.  
Visit the tables dedicated to each group and find out how you can get involved.  Stay to enjoy a barbeque/potluck lunch.  
Ask questions and mingle with the community to get our church year off to a terrific, communal start. 

Lifespan Faith Development: If you would like to know more about our faith development program for children and 
families, please see Membership Chair, David Vita. 

BARN DANCE 

Saturday, Sept. 9: 6:30-10:00 pm - Start the church year the night before with a lively, endorphin-raising dance for 
the whole family with legendary dance caller Bill Fischer and the band, Wry Bred. 

These are simple, social, group dances meant for all ages, so don’t be shy.  If you are hesitant about the dancing, then just 
come to enjoy the great acoustic folk music.  Come alone or bring a friend!  Bring a family of friends! 

Snacks and drinks will be available for sale.  BYOB for adult beverages.    

Suggested donation: $10 adult, $5 child, $25 family 

For added fun there will be an old school Cake Walk, similar to Musical Chairs, but each round a winner takes home a 
cake – Tickets to Cake Walk: $2 each or 3 for $5 – Donations of cakes, cookies, etc. are welcome! 

 

MORE OPPORTUNITIES to CONNECT 
 

Saturday, Sept. 15 – ‘Creating TUCW’s Future’  (morning or afternoon session)  
You are invited to join a congregation-wide event to help refine the vision of our church by sharing your best memories, 
most beloved church programs and activities, and hopes for years to come.  Why is this important? The Board of Trustees 
is planning a series of events leading up to the prospective launch of a Capital Campaign that will enable us to address 
deferred repairs, replacements, and upgrades to our facilities – all with an eye to growing our programs, membership, 
celebrations, and community engagement.  Sign up in the foyer or contact Catherine Onyemelukwe (text at 203-247-6148 
or email conyemelukwe@gmail.com) 
 
October 12-14 – Congregational Retreat at Camp Jewell in Colebrook, Connecticut 
Join your UU friends – and make lots of new ones! – at our intergenerational retreat in the hills of NW Connecticut.  
Games, meals, classes, hikes, and fun for the entire family!  See us at the table in the foyer, or watch Soundings for links 
to sign up.  Contact: Cathy McElroy or Elena Rockman for details. 
 
BUDDHIST Practice every Wednesday at 7 pm with Nina Nagy in the Meeting House. Open to newcomers. Email Nina 
each week you plan to attend, email Nina: ninazcara@gmail.com 
 
A Grief Support Group will soon be offered by Pat Francek and Janet Luongo, open to the congregation and 
community. If you are interested, please contact the facilitators, Pat: patfrancek@gmail.com, or Janet: 
jluongo3@optonline.net. 
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