
ORDER  OF  SERVICE 11:00 Annual Spring Concert/Service                       March 31, 2019 
  

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTION               Connie Rockman, Worship Associate 

TESTIMONIAL 
 
CHALICE LIGHTING/OPENING WORDS         Worship Associate 
 
OPENING HYMN “When Our Heart Is in a Holy Place”     Joyce Poley 
When our heart is in a holy place, when our heart is in a holy place, 
We are blessed with love and amazing grace, when our heart is in a holy place. 

 
COVENANT 
Love is the spirit of this church, and service its law. 
This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, 
To seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 
 
CANDLELIGHTING  A time to share a brief personal joy or sorrow.   
A Pastoral Care Associate will be present at the candle boat after service. 

 
MEDITATION 
 
OFFERING 
 
INTRODUCTION                             Rev. Edward Thompson 
“The World Beloved” by Marisha Chamberlain/Carol Barnett 
 
Ballad (refrain)  Jenna McPartland 
Ballad: Verse One Jenna McPartland 
Gloria 
Ballad: Verse Two 
Credo   Chris Beaurline 
Sanctus 
Ballad:  Verse Three and Four 
 Beaurline, Hearne, Bluestein, Tippy, Calabi 
Art Thou Weary (instrumental) 
Benediction 
Conclusion (refrain) Jenna McPartland 
                    

        END 
 
 



This event was made possible because of the Bernhard Music Fund.  Established in 1992, in honor 
of Arnold and Janet Bernhard, members of The Unitarian Church in Westport, this fund was started 
in order to enrich our worship experience through special musical presentations.  We are most 
grateful to the Bernhards and to the many individuals who have contributed to this fund over the 
years. 

 

SPECIAL PROJECTS CHOIR 

Sopranos: Marcella Calabi, Emily Carveth, Debbie Handler, Lyn Hamilton, Jenna McPartland, Jalna 
Jaeger 

Altos: Melanie Allen, Lynda Bluestein, Beth Cliff,  Linda Hudson, Wendy Levy, Betsey Miller,  
Catherine Onyemelukwe,  Anita Pfluger, Peg Ulrich,  

Tenors: Chris Beaurline, Randy Burnham, David Callon, Doug Flam, Gian Morresi, Julyen Norman 

Basses: Paul Bluestein, Chuck Harrington, Tom Hearne, John McWeeney, Bart Stuck, Brian Tippy 

Fiddle: Lisa Rautenburg Mandolin: Jim Olden      Banjo: Trevor Babb   

Guitar: Oren Fader  Bass: Jim Andrews 

 

Flowers 
Jack, Johnny, Mark and Sally 

We miss the joy you brought to us. 
Susan Miller and family 

 
 
 
PROGRAM NOTES 

In 2006 composer Carol Barnett received an unusual commission.  She was asked if she could write a piece that 
combined the folk music sounds of bluegrass with the more complex sounds of classical choral music.  To 
accomplish this she was joined by librettist/poet Marisha Chamberlain, who decided to use the form of the Mass 
(Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus etc.) as a springboard for a work that went well beyond the boundaries of those ancient 
Latin words. Chamberlain added another layer of complexity and meaning with and in her poetry.   By combining 
musical styles, theology and poetry, they have created a work of fusion that is unique.  The work has a feeling and 
a texture which is neither entirely bluegrass nor entirely classical.  

The World Beloved begins with a simple melody line (Ballad Refrain)  in which Chamberlain refers a line from early 
Christian writings: “They say that  God came down to dwell among ‘his’ people.”  It is of interest to note that she 
does not give a direct quote from scripture; rather, she says “they say”, which infers a bit of skepticism.  In Verse 
One, the image of the garden of Eden is evoked. The question is asked: is it possible to eat the apple and taste the 
fruit of knowledge and know God first hand? 



In Gloria we hear “Glory be to God on high”, and this is all of the classic text that we hear.  Chamberlain describes 
some amazing attributes of creation.  She then goes on to say: “Glory be the generous Hand who left us to our 
work and care, who gave us only few commands, but that we help each other bear life’s burdens.”  Thus, she shifts 
our attention from some distant Being to our world, our time and our experience. 

Verse two begins by describing the trials and labors of Adam and Eve. It ends with the Refrain, inferring that a 
supernatural figure came to earth to save us. Barnett delivers these lines in a more typical bluegrass style. 

Chamberlain titles the next movement Credo (I believe) and yet, none of the traditional words are used! The music 
begins with the tenor soloist singing about the belief in an afterlife which awaits us “far across the Jordan”.  But, 
she doesn’t stop there; she adds: “When we reach that place we can spread out wings and soar.”  That would be a 
poetic way of saying that we can be all that we were meant to be.  Another interpretation would be that we can 
attain freedom.  However, to get that freedom the poem says that no one goes alone.  It is a beautiful reminder of 
the importance of community. 

Chamberlain leaves the Sanctus text exactly as it is: sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus Saboth.  This music is 
‘up’ and is a song of praise to the Source of Life. Barnett especially loves the line “pleni sunt caeli et terra Gloria 
tua” (all of the heavens and earth are filled with glory) because she repeats it 12 times!   Like much of bluegrass 
repertoire, it has a positive outlook and a positive feel. 

Verse three makes reference to the falling of the towers, the floods and the marches.  It asks the very poignant 
question: “Where are you now, our Savior dear, when we are all undone?”  The refrain that follows, the initial 
refrain is interrupted with the question about the Savior. This is an ironic twist.  To answer the question,  Barnett  
brings in the tenor soloist with: “I am here among you now, though I must pass unseen.  I cloak myself in mystery 
so I can come on down and dwell among you.”  This is a major turning point in the spiritual aspect of the work.  
Chamberlain uses the first person “I” and not a third person “he”.  The focus of these words are no longer about  
the past, no longer about some distant Being.  Instead they focus on the Spirit that lives in each person.  With this, 
Chamberlain addresses the question of Verse One, attaining knowledge of God first hand.  It is subtle and 
profound moment. 

Art Thou Weary is the only instrumental movement in the work.  It is a moment of reflection. 

The Benediction is a blessing for the living and the dead.  It asks that we go lightly through the world of woes and 
that we embrace God in human form. 

In the Conclusion, Chamberlain ends the poem with the original refrain but with a notable change.  Instead of 
using the male pronoun she uses the female pronoun.  “They say She came down, and dwelt awhile among us 
here.”  In a moment of brilliance, Barnett offers this as a vocal solo, completely unaccompanied.  It has almost an 
unfinished quality since the melody does not end on the tonic note.  The implication is that creation is not finished.  
With each encounter and each person we continue to explore creation and explore our knowledge of ‘God’ 
(however you choose to define that term.)  So be it! 

  



OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTION 
 
Meditation: Sunday mornings from 10-10:45AM in the Willow Room downstairs. All are welcome to 
continue their contemplation. 
 
Annual Operating Budget Canvass:  This is the LAST WEEK of our canvass! We need your PLEDGE for the 
coming church year.  Your pledge is your financial commitment, which can be paid monthly, quarterly, by 
bank draft, credit card, or whatever method works best for your household.  It is important that we know our 
pledge income as we budget responsibly for the coming year.  Please fill out and sign your pledge card.  The 
Stewards are in the Foyer today to answer any questions and to receive your pledge.  THANK YOU!  
 
TUCWomen Potluck: Friday, April 5 at 6:30PM.  Spring will be here soon and we will celebrate with a 
potluck at Eileen Belmont's home in Westport. RSVP to sharon@slpoole.com to receive info about location 
and parking.  Bring something to share or just come.  There is always plenty.  All women are invited! 
 
TUCWomen Spring 2019 Adult Faith Formation Presents Women, Spirit and Imagination:  Beginning 
Tuesday, April 9th from 7-9PM. This six-week series offers unique experiences led by six women and explores 
inspiration, creativity & connection.  Limited to 20 women. Sign up for one or all. See Soundings for more info 
or contact Janet, jluongo3@optonline.net, or Rev. Shelly, revshelly@uuwestport.org. To register please email 
tucwomen@uuwestport.org by April 5th. 
 
Capital Campaign News: Please plan on attending one of the upcoming Town Hall Meetings which will be 
held after each Sunday service on April 14. The architect will talk about the proposed project, but will only be 
present after the 11AM service. Document 7, the Financial Feasibility Study Summary, which provides 
interesting information on the January, 2019, interviews with a sample of TUCW's membership, is available 
on the latest online edition of Soundings. 
 
Grief Support Group:  Begins Monday, May 6th and runs every Monday through June 17th (except for 
Memorial Day). The group is held in Rev. John’s office from 7:00-8:30 pm and is open to all who’ve 
experienced the loss of a loved one. To register, please contact Pat Francek at 203-893-1781 
(patfrancek@gmail.com) or Chuck Harrington at 203-984-2324 (ccharrington20@gmail.com). 
 
 
 

     
 

The Unitarian Church in Westport 
10 Lyons Plains Road, Westport, CT 06880, 203/227-7205 www.uuwestport.org 

Ushers: S. Khadjavi; K. Lewis-Bain; L. Seaman; W. Seaman 
Rev. Dr. John T. Morehouse, Senior Minister 

Rev. Dr. Edward Thompson, Minister of Music 
Rev. Shelly Thompson, Assistant Minister for Faith Formation 

Rev. Frank A. Hall, Minister Emeritus 
Margalie Belizaire, Intern Minister 

Rev. Jim Francek, Community Minister - Pastoral Care 
Saundra Clements, Acting Children’s Program Coordinator 

David Vita, Director of Social Justice and Director of Membership 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: The Unitarian Church in Westport is a diverse and welcoming religious community, free of creed and 
dogma, and open to people of all backgrounds and beliefs.  We inspire and support individual spiritual growth.  We connect 
through worship, music, learning, and caring ministries.  We act in the service of peace and justice. 
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