
WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTION 
 John Morresi, Worship Associate 
 
PRELUDE “What Child is This” English Carol 
     Bell Choir 
 
CHALICE LIGHTING Ryan Williams 
 
MENORAH LIGHTING Paul Bluestein  
 
OPENING WORDS Worship Associate 
 
**OPENING HYMN #221 “Don’t Let the Light Go Out”  
 
COVENANT  
Love is the spirit of this church, and service its law. 
This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace,  
to seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 
     
STORY Rev. Morehouse 
 
EXIT SONG 
Go now in peace; go now in peace; may the love of God surround 
you everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 
CANDLELIGHTING  
A time to share a brief personal joy or sorrow. A pastoral Care 
Chaplain will be present at the candle boat after service. 
 
PRAYER & MEDITATION Margalie Belizaire, Intern Minister 
 
MUSIC “God Bless Us Everyone” Ballard & Silvestri 
     Paige Steele, soloist 
 
SERMON “Letting in the Light” Rev. Dr. John Morehouse 
 
OFFERING “Deck the Halls” English Carol 
     Bell Choir 
 
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING 
Let us be grateful when we are able to give, 
For many do not have that privilege.  

Let us be grateful for all those who share their gifts, 
For we are enriched by their giving. 
And let us be grateful even for our needs, 
So that we may learn from the generosity of others. 
 
CLOSING HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see the lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring 
love, 
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God, the King, and peace to men on earth. 
 
CLOSING WORDS Rev. Morehouse   
  
POSTLUDE “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adams 
     Hazel Foley, soloist 
 

Poinsettias 
Given by Liane Roseman in memory of her mom  

Linda Jo Arden (7/23/47 – 10/29/19)  
who loved Christmas & making a difference  

in equal measure 
 
 
**Latecomers will be seated at this time. 
Parents with babies/young toddlers please use our foyer to enjoy the service. 
 
Listening assistive headphones are on the back wall of the Sanctuary. 
 
 
WELCOME!  We’re glad you’re here this morning.  If this is one 
of your first visits with us, please stop by the visitors’ table (below 
the WELCOME sign) for information and answers to questions 
you may have about this UU community.  And join us after the 
service for refreshments and conversation.  More information 
about our programs and our Event Calendar can be found at our 
website www.uuwestport.org 

http://www.uuwestport.org/


 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTION 
 
Meditation:  Please join us before the service for meditation at 10AM in 
the Willow Room downstairs. 
 
Holiday Appeal: Please consider making an end-of-year contribution to 
our congregation, and visit the Year Round Stewards in the lobby after 
the service.  Look for Rev. John’s letter explaining this giving opportunity. 
 
Write for Rights with Amnesty International: This morning in the East 
Wing.  Through the power of collective action, your letter will help 
convince government officials to free people unjustly imprisoned or 
facing abuses.  That’s why we do this every December.  Be part of that 
collective action.  Write a letter this morning. 
 
UU Movie Discussion Group:  Friday, Dec. 27 @ 7:30pm in the 
Meeting House. Featured movies:  Ford v. Ferrari, Dark Waters, and A 
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood. For more information email 
dorothyjeanrich@gmail.com. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE: Tuesday Dec. 24. Traditional Pageant 
@ 4PM and Candlelight service @ 9PM.  Welcome ALL! 
 
Coming in the new year: Sight-singing classes and voice classes on 
Saturdays in January & February.  Please see Soundings for details, or 
speak with Ed Thompson 203/227-7205 ext. 18. 
 
NEW - Shawl Ministry Nights: Tuesday Jan 7 @ 7:30 PM in the lower 
level lobby outside the Children’s Chapel.  Our Shawl Ministry is adding 
evening sessions on the first Tuesday of the month so that everyone who 
loves to knit or crochet can enjoy this contemplative time. Join us! 
Contact Jan Braunle at jcbraunle@gmail.com for more information. 
 
Refer to Soundings  Soundings: Weekend Edition comes to your inbox 
Friday AM, Soundings: Weekdays Edition arrives Sunday by noon. Need 
to get back on our mailing list?  Contact  david@uuwestport.org. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: The Unitarian Church in Westport 
is a diverse and welcoming religious community, free of creed and 
dogma, and open to people of all backgrounds and beliefs.  We 
inspire and support individual spiritual growth.  We connect 
through worship, music, learning, and caring ministries.  We act in 
the service of peace and justice. 
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