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This award is given to an outstanding volunteer once a year at the Annual 
Meeting in June. The award intends to recognize the consistent, outstanding, and 
otherwise unacknowledged volunteer contribution made to the pastoral, 
administrative, congregational and/or financial life and health of this community. 
The Very Fine Award was created in 2003 in honor of Roy and Ruth Fine, the 
first recipients, in recognition of their loyal service over many years, and it 
continues to be inspired by their example. 
 
For the Fiscal Year 2020-2021, the Very Fine Lifetime Volunteer Service 
Award goes to Mary-Jane Cross 
 
Mary-Jane has been an integral part of practically every facet of our 
community—from serving others, to supporting the day-to-day operations of the 
church, to helping provide its strategic oversight. A full list of her involvement is 
too long and varied to give here. She has been part of the TUCWomen’s group, 
the Shawl Ministry, the John Street Bridge Outreach, our Immigration and 
Refugees team, the Beardsley School team, our Neighborhood Circles, and our 
new Caring Network.  
 
She has been an essential part of the Stewardship Committee, the Legacy Society, 
the Capital Campaign team, the Finance Committee, and the Board. She has been 
a Sunday Usher and, just recently, one of the principal leaders of the Swing into 
Auuction event, which was our first online auction that has been a great success, 
in large part due to MJ’s dedication and determination to learn the necessary 
software and make it workable for everyone. She served on the Board of Trustees 
for 2 full terms and held the position of Secretary for 5 of those years. This year, 
she served on the Governance Committee, which was created to offer counsel to 
the Board on matters of Policy-Based Governance. The depth of MJ’s knowledge 
about TUCW’s Constitution (to which she made substantive contributions 
herself), her attention to the parliamentarian process, and her remarkable memory 
have made her an invaluable asset to the Board, as well as an exceedingly helpful 
advisor for future Boards.  
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Mary-Jane models some of the very best of volunteerism at TUCW, even as she 
has been involved in so many projects. She is reliable, diligent, and timely. She 
does what needs to be done quietly, efficiently, and without fanfare. Much of her 
hard work has been invisible to many in our Congregation, but those of us who 
have had the good fortune to work with her know that MJ has kept this place 
operational over the years and that it has been her work behind-the-scenes that 
has saved the day on many an occasion. MJ has long been an unsung hero at 
TUCW, and today it is time to sing her praises. 
 
Please join us in congratulating Mary-Jane Cross!! With this award, we 
express deep gratitude from the Board and the entire Congregation for your 
many years of devoted service and hard work! 
 
 
Past Recipients of the Very Fine Award: 
Fiscal Year   Recipient 
2003    Roy & Ruth Fine 
2004    Jim Perry 
Jan 2005-Jun 2005  Carolyn & Bob Lavender 
FY (Jul-Jun) 2005-2006 Hal & Barbara Thormahlen 
FY 2006-2007  Joe & Marion Wertheim 
FY 2007-2008  Ken Lanouette 
FY 2008-2009  Linda Hudson 
FY 2009-2010  Carl Serbell 
FY 2010-2011  Carol Porter 
FY 2011-2012  Jim Keenan 
FY 2012-2013  Elaine McMillan 
FY 2013-2014  Neil Coleman 
FY 2014-2015  Don Snook 
FY 2015-2016  Hazen & Carol Goddard 
FY 2016-2017  Charles & Jenny Klein 
FY 2017-2018  Charles Colletti 
FY 2018-2019  Kathy Roberts 
FY 2019-2020  Kristen Leddy 
FY 2020-2021  Mary-Jane Cross 
	


